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Solon Eyes Law to Permit Meditation in Classroom

By CHARLES E. CYAPEL
Assemblyman, 46th Listrict

On April 4, 1966 2 very
interesting law weat into ef-
fect in the Stote of
Massachusetts, cited as
Chapter 130, Acts 1932, Reg-
ular Session, It reatis as fol-
lows:

“Public Schools
Mcditation

“Chapter 130

“An Act providing for the
opening of each school day
with a period of sile 1t medi-
tation,

“Be it enacted by *re Sen-
ate and House of Represen-
tatives in General Session
assembled, and by the au-
therity of the same, as fol-
lows:

“Chapter 71 of toe Gen-
eral Laws is hereby amend-
ed by inserting after Section
1 the following scction:

“Section 1-A

“At the commenc.ment of
the first class each day in
ali grades in all public

- Silent

schools the teacher in

JUNE 29, 1966

charge of the room in which
each class is held shall an-
nounce that a peri.d of si-
lence not to exceed one
minute in duration <nall be
observed for medtation,
and during any such period
silence shall be meirtained
and no activities encaged in.

“Approved April 4, 1966.”

Although this very inter-|
esting Massachusctls  law|
went into effect on April 4
this year I did not have an|
opportunity to actually read|
it until a few days aco. It is|
found on page 114 of the;

! bound set of the Acts of the|
| Massachusetts 1,egisla~‘
| ture for 1966,

|  Since 1966 is an even-
| numbered year, this is a
| budget session yeac. If it
! were an odd-nuinber=d year,
this would have been a reg-|
ular or general sess.cn year|
and any member of the|
Legislature could have intro-|
duced a bill on any subject|
without the consent of the|

Governor of California,

Our budget session ended|
weeks ago and the 1 egisla-|
ture is operating nder Ex-|
traordinary Sessions (special
sessions) created as the re-|
sult of proclamatio~. issued
by the Governor in accord-|
ance with the provisions of
the State Constitution. Noth-
ing on the agenda of the
Extraordinary Sessions|
called into existence by the
Governor permits the intro-|
duction of a bill providing
for silent meditatior, in the|
public schools of Calfornia.
Furthermore. it is only a
matter of a few wesks be-|
fore the Legislature will ad-|

| journ definitely and we can|

all go home.

If you believe that we
should have a California law|
like, or similar to, the Mas-|
sachusetts law o0 silent|
meditation, please write to

like the Massachusetts law
and want one like it enacted
in California. If yo1 do not
get around to writing to me|
on this subject until the'
final adjournment of the|
Legislature, whenever thnt|
may be, please write to me
at Post Office Box 326, Re-
dondo Beach.

If I am convinced that the
majority of the pecple of
the 46th Assembly District
like the silent meditation|
law, ! shall introduce it as|
a bill at the first opportu-|
nity. Practically, this
mean that I cannot intro-|
duce it until the first Mon-|
day of January, 1987,

If you do not live in the|
46th Assembly District,)
please write to your own
member of the Assembly
and your own State Senator|
and tell him what you think\
about having a California
law on silent meditation,

may| _

adjourns we may be called|
back o Sacramento for an-|
other Extraordinary Session|
by the Governor. [or this|
reason I shall appreciate it|
very much if you will please
write a letter to the Gover-|
nor and tell him your opin-|
fon, Address him thus:

Edmund G. Brown, Gover-
nor of the State of Califor-
nia, State Capitol, Sacra-
mento 14, Calif.

In writing to the Gover-|
nor, if you want silert medi-|

tation, write the
letter:

following

| know that it is a bona fidex‘
letter.

I do not recommend that
you write to Sam Yorty,
Mayor of Los Angeles about
this. Also, I do not think it
would do any good to write
to Mr. Christopher, the for-

mer Mayor of San Francisco.
If they forwarded the letter
to Governor Brown 1 am
afraid that it would only
annoy him, although
thing can happen this year.

GO CLASSIFIED

“Please place on a proc-|
lamation calling the Legis-|
lature into Extraordinary
Session the subject matter
of a law providing for one
minute of silent moditation
at the commencement of the
first class each day in all|
public schools of Califor-|
nia."”

% N |

This should be followed|
by your name and address
so that the Governor will
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